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 Kerry Brainard Verdi started her legal career as a securities litigator during the Enron times.  As a 
young lawyer, Ms. Verdi gained a lot of litigation experience and discovered her passion for White Collar issues.  She had the 
professional good fortune to work at a large DC firm with her then mentor Billy Martin, for 11 years, focusing on White Collar 
Criminal Defense work.  Ms. Verdi has opened Verdi & Ogletree - a firm that provides top notch legal counsel with a personal 
touch. Ms. Verdi handles White Collar criminal defense, securities litigation, arbitrations and other civil matters advising both 
large and small companies on ways to develop and improve corporate compliance programs, policies and procedures.

 Ms. Verdi lists several professional accomplishments which include the opening of her own law 
firm, with business partner Benjamin Ogletree, a recent client win for wire fraud representation forcing the government to 
dismiss the case and her representation of not for profit organizations.  Additionally, Ms. Verdi highlights her recent service as 
outside counsel to the House of Representatives Committee on Ethics in a difficult and lengthy investigation of a Member of 
Congress, including an in depth review of the actions of the Committee itself.

 Ms. Verdi forecasts her recently started firm growing with the hiring of more 
women and minorities mirroring her corporate and individual clients and their needs.  Furthermore, Ms. Verdi sees more 
technology advancement that will allow for balance of 24/7 access to/for her clients and family.

Kerry Brainard Verdi
Verdi & Ogletree PLLC  

 Steven Tyrrell knew from an early age that he wanted to be a trial lawyer.  A close family friend 
was both a lawyer and a judge, who often shared stories that provided Mr. Tyrrell an early interest in a legal career.   After 
law school, Mr. Tyrrell served as Law Clerk to the United States District Court of New York and at the US Attorney’s Offices.  
Mr. Tyrrell spent 20 years at the DOJ, serving in various capacities. Tyrrell played a key role advising Department leadership  
on white collar crime-related legislation, crime prevention, public education and the Department’s Financial Fraud  
Enforcement Task Force.

 As a young prosecutor, Mr. Tyrrell is most proud of the investigation and prosecution of a  
variety of criminal cases, such as the largest cocaine seizure case, with an emphasis on white collar matters, including but  
not limited to securities fraud, health care fraud, government contract fraud, bank fraud, tax fraud, FDA fraud, and public 
corruption, as well as related money laundering and asset forfeiture work. He also was lead counsel for the United States in 
nearly forty criminal jury trials. Mr. Tyrrell’s peers and clients view him as “patient and collaborative” and “able to strike a deal 
which makes sense for the client.”

 Mr. Tyrrell’s practice looks to be very busy with the DOJ having a lot of pressure 
to secure results. Furthermore he sees additional resources being added to the White Collar Criminal Defense space (more 
prosecutors, trial attorneys, investigators and staff).

Steven A. Tyrrell
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