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 As a summer associate, Keith 
Flaum’s first project was to write a letter to a board of directors 
on an M&A-related topic. “Now 26 years later, I’m still doing it and 
still loving it. I really love advising really smart people, who may 
or may not be sophisticated about M&A. I love the wide variety of 
areas covered by M&A. I love the different cultures M&A touches. 
And I don’t have a technology background, but I love that my 
technology clients are so passionate about what they do.”

 Flaum represented Facebook in 
its acquisition of WhatsApp about 18 months ago. “It was excit-
ing to hear straight from Zuckerberg how excited he was about 
the deal.” He also recently advised Reid Hoffman as the larg-
est shareholder of LinkedIn in its acquisition by Microsoft. “He 
owned about 11 percent of the economics, but he controlled 
the vote through a large amount of Class B stock.” Flaum repre-
sented Zulily when it was bought by QVC. “I’ve done a string of deals for Oracle, and a lot of public M&A. We just  
announced the acquisition of NetSuite for more than $9 billion. NetSuite was already 40 percent owned by Larry 
Ellison and he owns approximately 27 percent of Oracle, so it was fun representing Oracle on that deal.”

 Information technology and life sciences will be critically impor-
tant elements in the M&A landscape. “That’s part of why I love practicing in Silicon Valley. Deals will get more 
complicated because more of these companies are global.” Private equity will also continue to expand. 
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