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For over 30 years, Legal 500 has been
analysing the capabilities of law firms
and sets across the world. In the research
team, we constantly track which sections
are used most by clients, and this often
matches up with an increase in that
section from submissions, client referees,
requests for interviews and feedback

- all of which make up the research
process. The corporate/M&A rankings
are consistently one of our most used
and read editorial sections and one of
the most competitive areas for law firms,
sets, lawyers and barristers. This very
much chimes with what we constantly
hear anecdotally in the market.

The M&A Powerlist: United States 2024
showcases the leading practitioners
working in the various states in the

United States of America. Mergers and
acquisitions in the US are characterized

by a dominance of technology sector
activities, with a notable focus on software,
cloud computing and artificial intelligence.
The healthcare industry has also recently
experienced a significant consolidation,
driven by factors such as the pursuit

of economies of scale and changes

in healthcare policies. Cross-border
transactions, private equity involvement,
and the importance of resilience and
adaptability are notable features in the
dynamic M&A landscape, and highlight
the continuous growth of the region.

M&A practitioners in this publication
highlighted the importance of a

multidisciplinary approach in a successful
practice, given the intricate nature of

the process. The complexity of M&A
transactions necessitates collaboration
across various disciplines, including
strategic, financial, technological and
operational perspectives, to provide
comprehensive solutions. US companies
are particularly well positioned to take
advantage of strategic M&A opportunities
among distressed companies in other
regions, for example in Europe. As such,
the legal teams that currently thrive the
most seem to be those that have a solid
understanding of both the local culture
and laws but also can bring in expertise
and be open to ideas from cross-border.

As with any publication of this nature, we
were faced with the dilemma of including
as many worthy candidates as possible
without diluting the significance of their
listing. After lengthy discussions across
the editorial team, we decided that a
larger selection was necessary to provide
sufficient nuance and balance across so
many different markets.

To collate the list of leading practitioners
we have of course drawn on our research
team’s expertise. We have also approached
leading M&A practitioners and general
counsel active in the market to help

create a definitive list of the leading M&A
counsel in the US today. As such, we think
the listing reflects those practitioners

that are deemed the gold standard by
businesses. &

Elena Lewis | Senior research analyst for the
M&A Powerlist — United States
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M&A POWERLIST US 2024 - INCLUSIONS

ALABAMA

L Justin Burney, Bradley Arant Boult Cummings
W Todd Carlisle, Dentons Sirote

James Childs Jr, Maynard Nexsen

Gregory Curran, Maynard Nexsen

John Beaulieu (Beau) Grenier, Jones Walker
Lee Thuston, Burr & Forman

ALASKA

10
I
12
13
14

Philip Blumstein, Landye Bennett Blumstein
Andrea Canfield, Stoel Rives
John Kauffman, Stoel Rives

ARIZONA

15
15

David Lewis, DLA Piper
Steven Pidgeon, DLA Piper

ARKANSAS

16
17

Walter Ebel Ill, Friday, Eldredge & Clark
Price Gardner, Friday, Eldredge & Clark
Rebecca Hurst, CW Law

CALIFORNIA

18
18

Luke Bergstrom, Latham & Watkins

Lawrence Chu, Goodwin

Richard Climan, Hogan Lovells

Douglas Cogen, Fenwick

Jeffrey Cohen, Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom
Gordon Davidson, Fenwick

Michael Diz, Debevoise & Plimpton

Josh Dubofsky, Latham & Watkins
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19
19
10
21
22
23

John Fisher, Freshfields Bruckhaus Deringer 24
Keith Flaum, Hogan Lovells 23
Joseph Halloum, Freshfields Bruckhaus Deringer 26
Kenton King, Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom 28
Leif King, Baker McKenzie 28
Jamie Leigh, Cooley 28
Brian McCarthy, Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom 29
Eric McCrath, Morrison & Foerster 29
Anthony McCusker, Goodwin 30
Christopher Moore, Cleary Gottlieb Steen & Hamilton

Sonia Nijjar, Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom 30
Michael O'Bryan, Morrison & Foerster 31
Alison Ressler, Sullivan & Cromwell 31
David Richardson, DLA Piper 32
Mike Ringler, Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom 32
Michelle Rowe Hallsten, Greenberg Traurig 33
Sarah Solum, Freshfields Bruckhaus Deringer 34
Larry Sonsini, Wilson Sonsini Goodrich & Rosati

Steve Tonsfeldt, Cooley 33
Michael Woronoff, Kirkland & Ellis 35
Nancy Yamaguchi, Morgan, Lewis & Bockius 35
COLORADO

Garland 'Sonny' Allison, Cooley 36
Nathaniel (Nate) Ford, Perkins Coie 36
Ronald Levine Il, Arnold & Porter 37
Susan Oakes, Holland & Hart 37
Charlotte Phelps, Brownstein Hyatt Farber Schreck 37
Amelia Runyan Davis, Cooley 38
Beau Stark, Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher 39
Francis Wheeler, Cooley 40



CONNECTICUT GEORGIA
David Albin, Finn Dixon & Herling 41 Scott Allen, Morris, Manning & Martin 53
Charles Downey IlI, Finn Dixon & Herling 42 David Brown, BakerHostetler 53
Andrew Glassman, Pullman & Comley David Calhoun, Morris, Manning & Martin 54
William Perrone, Wiggin and Dana 43 Jonathan Golden, Arnall Golden Gregory 55
Eric Koontz, Troutman Pepper
DELAWARE Russell Richards, King & Spalding 56
Vincent Cannizzaro lll, Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom 44y awA(I
William Haubert, Richards, Layton & Finger
Mark Morton, Potter Anderson & Corroon David Banks, Cades Schutte 57
John Mark Zeberkiewicz, Richards, Layton & Finger E Gunner Schull, Cades Schutte
Gerald Sumida, Carlsmith Ball 57
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
. _ IDAHO
Stephanie Evans, WilmerHale 45
Stephen Glover, Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher 46 Stephen Hardesty, Dorsey & Whitney 58
Steven Kaplan, Arnold & Porter 46 Alison Johnson, Wilson Sonsini Goodrich & Rosati

Daniel Lennon, Latham & Watkins

Jeanine McGuinness, Orrick, Herrington & Sutcliffe 47
Andrew Sherman, Brown Rudnick 48
George Stamas, Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher
Geoff Willard, Goodwin 49
FLORIDA
Jonathan Awner, Akerman 50
Adam Buss, Smith, Gambrell & Russell
David Felman, Hill Ward Henderson 51
Michael Keyes, Stearns Weaver Miller Weissler

Alhadeff & Sitterson
Karina Vlahos, Morrison & Foerster 52
Gregory Yadley, Shumaker Loop & Kendrick 52

Kris Ormseth, Stoel Rives

Melanie Rubocki, Perkins Coie 58
ILLINOIS
Jon Ballis, Kirkland & Ellis 59

Ann Marie Brodarick, McDermott Will & Emery
Charles Mulaney, Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom (retired)

Paul Theiss, Mayer Brown 59
Frederick Thomas, Mayer Brown 59
INDIANA

) Jeffrey Brown, Faegre Drinker Biddle & Reath

Robert Hicks, Taft Stettinius & Hollister 60
Naomi Kwang, Barnes & Thornburg 61
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MARYLAND

IOWA

Frank Carroll, Dentons Davis Brown 62
Amy Plummer, Dickinson Wright

Dana Waterman lll, Lane & Waterman

KANSAS

Steven Willman, Rouse Frets White Goss Gentile Rhodes
William Wood II, Foulston Siefkin 63
Issaku Yamaashi, Foulston Siefkin 64
KENTUCKY

Edward Glasscock, Frost Brown Todd

Franklin Jelsma, Wyatt, Tarrant & Combs 65
James (Jim) Seiffert, Stites & Harbison 66
Jameson (Jack) Seiffert, Stites & Harbison 66
Cynthia Young, Wyatt, Tarrant & Combs 67
LOUISIANA

Scott Chenevert, Fishman Haygood 68
Louis Fishman, Fishman Haygood 70
Mark Fullmer, Phelps Dunbar 69
Curtis Hearn, Jones Walker 69
Lee Kantrow, Butler Snow

MAINE

Christina Berkow, Pierce Atwood

John Carpenter, Bernstein Shur 74

David Champoux, Pierce Atwood (retired)
Charles Graceffa, Pierce Atwood

Susan LoGiudice, Preti Flaherty Beliveau & Pachios (retired)

Benjamin Marcus, Drummond Woodsum
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Henry Kahn, Hogan Lovells 75
Jay Smith Jr, DLA Piper 75
MASSACHUSETTS

Mark Bettencourt, Goodwin 76
Jay Bothwick, WilmerHale (retired)

Stuart Cable, Goodwin 77
Joseph Conahan, WilmerHale 78
Julie Jones, Ropes & Gray 79
Stanley Keller, Locke Lord 79
Hal Leibowitz, WilmerHale 80
Graham Robinson, Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom 80
MICHIGAN

Erik Daly, Miller Johnson

David Foltyn, Honigman

Justin Klimko, Butzel Long 81
Andrew MacLeod, Dickinson Wright 81
John Schuring, Dickinson Wright 81
MINNESOTA

Bruce Engler, Faegre Drinker Biddle & Reath (retired)

Sean Kearney, Fredrikson & Byron 82
Robert Rosenbaum, Dorsey & Whitney 82
Michael Stanchfield, Faegre Drinker Biddle & Reath
MISSISSIPPI

R Barry Cannada, Butler Snow 83
Thomas Walker Jr, Jones Walker 83

Stephen Wilson, Bradley Arant Boult Cummings



MISSOURI

James Ash, Husch Blackwell 84
Jack Bowling, Stinson 84
David Braswell, Armstrong Teasdale 85
Ruben Chuquimia, Polsinelli

Frank Koranda, Polsinelli

James Nouss Jr, Bryan Cave Leighton Paisner

Kevin Sweeney, Polsinelli

MONTANA

William Lamdin Ill, Crowley Fleck

Erin McCrady, Dorsey & Whitney 86
William VanCanagan, Datsopoulos, MacDonald & Lind
NEBRASKA

David Gardels, Husch Blackwell 87
Victoria Sitz, Husch Blackwell 87
NEVADA

Michael Bonner, Greenberg Traurig 88
John Jeppsen, Greenberg Traurig 89
Michael Kearney, Holley Driggs

Robert Kim, Ballard Spahr 90
Albert Kovacs, Brownstein Hyatt Farber Schreck 9
Ellen Schulhofer, Brownstein Hyatt Farber Schreck 91

NEW HAMPSHIRE

James Cook, Sheehan Phinney

Rebecca Kane, Devine Millimet & Branch
Caroline Leonard, Gallagher, Callahan & Gartrell
Scott Pueschel, Pierce Atwood

Philip Taub, Nixon Peabody 92
Michael Tule, McLane Middleton

NEW JERSEY

John Aiello, Giordano Halleran & Ciesla 93
Frank Cannone, Gibbons 93
R Max Crane, Sills Cummis & Gross 94
Alan Davis, Greenbaum, Rowe, Smith & Davis

Andrew Gilbert, DLA Piper 95
Jonathan Gray, Windels Marx Lane & Mittendorf 96
Ira Rosenberg, Sills Cummis & Gross 97
Robert Schwartz, Windels Marx Lane & Mittendorf

Randall Sunberg, Baker McKenzie 97
NEW MEXICO

Perry Bendicksen, Rodey, Dickason, Sloan, Akin & Robb (retired)
David Buchholtz, Rodey, Dickason, Sloan, Akin & Robb

Eduardo Duffy, Sutin, Thayer & Browne 98
Jay Rosenblum, Sutin, Thayer & Browne 98
R Tracy Sprouls, Rodey, Dickason, Sloan, Akin & Robb

NEW YORK

Michael Aiello, Weil, Gotshal & Manges 99
Martha Anderson, Nixon Peabody 100

Peter Allan Atkins, Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom (retired)
Scott Barshay, Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & Garrison 101

Dennis Block, Greenberg Traurig 103
Victor Boyajian, Dentons US 104
George Casey, Linklaters 105
Christopher Davis, Kleinberg, Kaplan, Wolff & Cohen 106
David Fox, Kirkland & Ellis 107
Lori Green, Nixon Peabody 107

Richard Grossman, Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom 107
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Jenny Hochenberg, Freshfields Bruckhaus Deringer 108 John Gherlein, BakerHostetler (retired)

Arinze lke, Kleinberg, Kaplan, Wolff & Cohen 109 Thomas McKee, Calfee, Halter & Griswold (retired)

David Katz, Wachtell, Lipton, Rosen & Katz 110 Douglas Neary, Calfee, Halter & Griswold 128
Ethan Klingsberg, Freshfields Bruckhaus Deringer 112 Emma Off, Thompson Hine 129
Victor Lewkow, Cleary Gottlieb Steen & Hamilton

Martin Lipton, Wachtell, Lipton, Rosen & Katz 114 OKLAHOMA

James Morphy, Sullivan & Cromwell 115

Daniel Neff, Wachtell, Lipton, Rosen & Katz 116 CBretton Crane, Pray Walker

Jeffrey Rosen, Debevoise & Plimpton 118 Robert Curry, Conner & Winters

Faiza Saeed, Cravath, Swaine & Moore 19 Gary Derrick, Derrick & Briggs

Carl Sanchez, Paul Hastings 119 Roger Stong, Crowe & Dunlevy 130
Tyler Savage, Nixon Peabody 120

David Schwartz, Orrick, Herrington & Sutcliffe 121 OREGON

Robert Schumer, Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & Garrison 121

) Brentley Bullock, Perkins Coie 131
Marc W.e Ingarten, §chulte Roth & Zabel Carmen Calzacorta, Schwabe, Williamson & Wyatt 131
Beth Wilkens, Harris Beach
C Bretton Crane Jr, Pray Walker
Steve Wolosky, Olshan Frome Wolosky 122 , . :
. : Christopher Hall, Perkins Coie 132
Damien Zoubek, Freshfields Bruckhaus Deringer 123 ! :
Roy Tucker, Perkins Coie 133
NORTH CAROLINA PENNSYLVANIA
Marc Bishop, Brooks, Pierce, McLendon, Humphrey & Leonard 124 Barry Abelson, Troutman Pepper 134
Brett Durham, K&L Gates 125 . i
. : : Justin Klein, Ballard Spahr 125
T Richard Giovannelli, K&L Gates 125 ) : .
: James McKenzie, Morgan, Lewis & Bockius 125
H Bryan Ives lll, Alston & Bird . .
. . Marlee Myers, Morgan, Lewis & Bockius 136
John Jernigan, Smith, Anderson, Blount, Dorsett,
Mitchell & Jernigan 126 Henry Nassau, Dechert
Joanne Soslow, Morgan, Lewis & Bockius 137
NORTH DAKOTA Kristen Stewart, K&L Gates
Richard Olson, Olson & Burns RHODE ISLAND
OHIO Stephen Geanacopoulos, Adler Pollock & Sheehan (retired)
Christopher Graham, Locke Lord 138
Frank Chaiken, Thompson Hine 17 EHans Lundsten, Adler Pollock & Sheehan
Lyle Ganske, Jones Day 127
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SOUTH CAROLINA VERMONT
Jessica Simpson, Moore & Van Allen Peter Erly, Gravel & Shea 148
Elizabeth Temple, Womble Bond Dickinson Diane McCarthy, Sheehey Furlong & Behm
Frank Williams Ill, Fox Rothschild Jeffrey McMahan, Dinse
SOUTH DAKOTA VIRGINIA
Amy Arndt, Ballard Spahr 139 Joanne Katsantonis, McGuire\WWoods
Thomas Knox, King & Spalding 149
TENNESSEE Jeffrey Lehrer, DLA Piper 149
Steven Meltzer, Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw Pittman 150
Chase Cole, Holland & Knight 140
Kris Kemp, Bass, Berry & Sims 140 WASHINGTON
MaryEllen Pickrell, Waller Lansden Dortch & Davis
Todd Rolapp, Bass, Berry & Sims Andrew Bor, Perkins Coie 151
Darren Kerstien, DLA Piper 151
TEXAS Patrick Schultheis, Wilson Sonsini Goodrich & Rosati
Jared Adams, Waller Lansden Dortch & Davis WEST VIRGINIA
Michael Boone, Haynes and Boone 141
Jeffrey Chapman, Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher 141 Jonathan Deem, Bailey & Glasser
R Scott Cohen, Shearman & Sterling 142 Amy Tawney, Bowles Rice
Kim Hicks, Kirkland & Ellis 142
Robert Jewell, Hunton Andrews 142 WISCONSIN
Neel Lemon, Baker Botts 143
Sarah McLean, Willkie Farr & Gallagher 143 Peter Faust, O'Neil, Cannon, Hollman, DeJong & Laing 152
Michael O’Leary, Hunton Andrews 144 Albert Orr, Reinhart Boerner Van Deuren 152
Scott Neal Wulfe, Vinson & Elkins (retired) Patrick Quick, Foley & Lardner
Brittany Sakowitz, Kirkland & Ellis 144
WYOMING
UTAH Dale Cottam, Bailey Stock Harmon Cottam Lopez
Kent Larsen, Parr Brown Gee & Loveless Gregory Dyekman, Long Reimer Winegar Beppler
Nolan Taylor, Dorsey & Whitney 145 Jennifer McDowell, Welborn Sullivan Meck & Tooley 153
Matthew Wells, Mayer Brown 146
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NEW YORK

Michael Aiello
Weil, Gotshal & Manges

Job title: Partner

Location: New York

Number of years in practice: 30

Number of years of M&A experience: 30

Main areas of M&A expertise: Complex domestic and international mergers and acquisitions, including carve-outs, spin-offs, Reverse Morris Trust
transactions and comparable complex transactions, shareholder activism preparation and defense

Main sectors covered: Aerospace and defense, automotive, banking and financial services, casinos and gaming, chemicals, consumer, energy,
healthcare, infrastructure, insurance, life sciences, media and entertainment, real estate, REITs, retail, technology and telecommunications,
among others

Admissions: New York state

Geographical areas of focus: United States, global

Languages: English

Michael Aiello is chairman of the over 600-lawyer corporate department of Weil, Gotshal & Manges and a member of the firm's management committee. Michael
regularly represents companies in connection with mergers, acquisitions and divestitures involving public companies. He also advises clients on corporate
governance issues. Michael regularly represents acquirors, targets, buyout groups, boards of directors, special committees, investment banks, investors and
shareholder groups in complex domestic and international negotiated and unsolicited merger and acquisition transactions. Michael has also counseled clients
on a broad range of corporate, securities and business-related matters, including directors’ duties and responsibilities and other aspects of corporate governance,
disclosure issues and compliance matters, as well as defensive measures and takeover tactics.
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